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1) Jewish education, as practised in families, at school, and within the community, does it prepare the recipients to face the non-Jewish world, religious or lay?

2) Are there any texts available that encourage this dialogue?

What means could be employed at an educational level to prepare the younger generation
Janine's intention was to help us by asking certain questions as guidelines towards our answers. However, that could not work for me, since the state of inter-cultural dialogue in my reality is rather dark. I assume everyone expected more from me as a Co-chairperson of ICJW Committee for Jewish education and, instead, I am just offering the story of my daily experiences from the multicultural Balkan reality of the year 2008. Of course, my intention is not to undermine the importance of education in general and Jewish education in particular, both for Jews and non-Jews. We undoubtedly do not know enough about each other and that can often present a source of conflict, hatred and inability to have dialogue in common language.

Jewish education is certainly deficient in my country. Despite the fact that it has improved in the last decade, there is still a big need for more. However, we need to get more Jewish education primarily to be able to talk to other Jews, rather than for meeting the non-Jewish world that is anyhow a part of our reality on all levels: within our mixed families, neighbors, schools and work. Until 1991 we lived in a multi-cultural, ethnical and religious Yugoslavia, while since then we have lived in several new one​nation-only countries.

Still, at times of political and economic crisis and tensions, such as we have had over the past 15-20 years and once more recently over the Kosovo independence, it would be pretentious and hypocritical to even think about Jewish education as means of encouraging intercultural dialogue in my society just now.

My country of Croatia is so obsessed by entering the NATO and the European Union that the real status of any national minority, gender, culture or religion often depends more on some list of politically correct behaviors imposed by the NATO or the EU than on any sincere love, respect and interest in education or intercultural dialogue. Thank God, both Jewish and Women issues rate fairly high on the list! Still, even the officially preferred amount of love can not always be controlled at extreme times, such as the proclamation of Kosovo independence, which brought a new package of hatred to the region. Speech of hate spread, if one may say expectedly, between Serbs and Croats, but, accompanying anti-Jewish and neo-Nazi slogans and graffiti came in the same box as a standard iconography, as something natural!

While there is a developed and functioning civil society in Croatia and there are many well intended initiatives as existing means for the intercultural dialogue, I have to mention two recent meetings of NGOs that may show, to say the least, lack of interest and care:

· The Annual meeting of the NGO "European Movement" in Split presented the Program of the Movement for 2008 with no mention whatsoever of the year 2008 being the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue, as proclaimed by the Council of Europe. Accordingly, none of the planned activities for 2008 include such activities.

· The Annual meeting of the NGO "Religious Liberty Association" in Split was meant to address, among the other issues, inter-religious dialogue, but representatives of the majority omni-potent Roman Catholic Church did not even attend and representatives of many marginal religions were not even invited.

What can one conclude from these two examples? The leaders of such NGOs are presumably highly educated and qualified people. They should be aware of political realities of today's world and Europe, in accordance with the positions and offices they hold. This is where we can and should take pro-active action, make ourselves heard, in order to raise their attention and knowledge by proposing and organizing events (educational and other) that we believe are appropriate. And we should make maximum use of the year 2008 as the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue!

Where do Croats get education from? The education, formal and informal, comes from various sources: families, communities, kindergartens, schools, colleges and universities, but also very much through media, both traditional and modern. Education comes from a range of well prepared educational programs to poorly improvised resources, from well intended information all the way through ill intended propaganda. Some materials get to smaller groups of people, some to the whole nation.

One big source of education that talks to large masses of Croats, since its rebirth in 1991, is the Roman Catholic Church, that uses all possible means of getting to as big audience as possible on all levels, public and private the same. They have power, numbers, means and sources. Influence of the Church, accordingly, became very much a part of daily lives of all Croatian citizens. Here I will mention two recent examples of potential dangers of church influence on basic human and women rights and dignity:

· Vatican, the ultimate global Roman Catholic authority, recently announced a list of seven modern deadly sins (with no chance of redemption) as the first such change in 1500 years! A specially emphasized mortal sin is ABORTION, since, as they put it, it also interferes with women's rights and dignity. How very caring! Croatia's already extremely catholic path will now have even more novelties for the enrichment of the state legislation.

· A young Croatian girl of 19, Kristina Susnjara, was brutally murdered two months ago. After the unsuccessful attempt of rape, the young man killed her. This sad story shocked everyone in Croatia, but the catholic priests wanted to make sure to also spread the moral of the story as they found it suitable: entire nation was exposed to the message that this girl proved by her death that there are values worth sacrifice, even giving one's life! According to them, Kristina, by her death, left a clear, brave and eternal message, in defense of her dignity and girl's decency, on the importance of virginity and belief in afterlife. Consequently, how are the previous rape victims to react? How are the future rape victims to react? Should they continue living their dirty lives or give themselves another chance of purification by death? If attacked, should future victims try to fight, stay alive but get raped or simply surrender to the promises of eternal life in heaven?

What are the morals of these two examples sent to every household in Croatia, wider and louder than any other existing educational system? And all in the name of female dignity and women rights!

Of course I could have given you a totally different, optimistic story of great opportunities for intercultural dialogue and a vision on potential prospects of applying Jewish education towards love and understanding. I did not mention that, of course, there are also positive initiatives in Croatia. Of course, we work actively on proposing and organizing various round table discussions, educational seminars and panels and lectures together with other women's organizations and NGOs in my city. But, for this panel, I chose to offer my ICJW friends several realistic and warning examples, even if dark, from the year 2008 in Europe.

