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Maariv

By Doron Bar-Gi
How are Moran Atias, Julio Iglesias, David Beckham and Ellie Wiesel related ? All of them may soon become members of the Jewish Parliament in Europe, although they are probably not even aware of it.

A new Jewish entity by the name of "European Jewish Union" (EJU) has recently declared the "establishment of a Jewish parliament in Brussels, which will include 120 members representing Jewish communities from all 54 countries in Europe. The organization, set up by two Israeli-Ukrainian Oligarchs, declared free elections, and the perfect place they found for this purpose was the Internet.

Having collected hundreds of names of people who have either "registered or been nominated", they uploaded the names to their site, and announced that all Jews residing in Europe can vote. Tomer Orni, EJU CEO and former Jewish Agency representative, is cited on the site, "For the first time, Jews in Europe are electing their representatives directly", he states. "I believe these elections mark the beginning of a new era for European Jewry. From today, every Jew in Europe has a voice !”

However, a glance into the candidate list shows not only Jewish businessmen and politicians, but also celebrities and sports stars and even anti-Semites. Key people from many Jewish communities were horrified to have found their names on the list, even though they have never nominated themselves nor even spoken to anybody in the organization. Tens of such "candidates" have already sent raging letters to the EJU, some threatening and requiring their names be immediately taken off the list as they have nothing to do with the initiative.

Competition among organizations
"We have recently been contacted by an organization called "The European Jewish Union", says a declaration published by several Jewish European organizations, including the CRIF, representing French Jews, The Greek Jews organization and the Italian Jewish organization.

"We understand that two Ukrainian businessmen are behind this initiative and organization. Due to the confusion created, we would like to explain that we, the democratic body representing our communities are in no way connected to this initiative or support it, and we reject any such attempt".

The two businessmen are Igor Kolomoisky, considered one of the richest people in the Ukraine and a close friend of former Prime Minister Timoshenko and Vadim Rabinovich former officer in the ECJC. Kolomoisky was appointed head of the ECJC last year, but many members rejected it before he took office, claiming he bought his way in and is trying to take over the organization "Soviet style". Kolomoisky was compelled to leave, and together with Rabinovich he established the competition – EJU. However, it is not clear whether the two were even aware of the sloppy election initiative and the strange statements published on their site, according to which "225 thousand people have already voted", and "elections break all records".

Vote Borat
Despite various reports in the Jewish press over the last two weeks, even yesterday, any Internet surfer could enter the site from anywhere around the globe, and vote.

The candidates list is still up there, with many people listed who have probably never even heard of the organization. Among such persons are Enrico Macias and former Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund Dominique Strauss-Kahn from France, former Foreign Minister David Miliband and Daniel Radcliff, "Harry Potter" from Britain. From faraway Iceland Dorrit Moussaieff, Israeli wife of the President of Iceland.

Surprisingly, the Kazakh candidates are Sasha Baron Cohen, creator and actor of "Borat", alongside the Oligarch Alexander Mashkevich, and from Romania – alongside Ellie Wiesel is the right wing radical Vadim Tudor.

The elections will be over on December 15, and by this date it will be clear who was elected and whether they are ready to assume their new position, one for which they were elected without even knowing about it.

Yossi Lempkowicz, a senior EJU member, told Maariv, "Indeed, there are several candidates who have not given their approval to be on the list. Should any of these people be elected, then at the end of the process they will be formally asked if they wish to be members of the parliament. I am not aware of any objection of Jewish bodies or organization in Europe to participate in this initiative. We do not intend to replace the Jewish community leaders ; we only want to propose another option, to focus more on individuals than on movements and organizations". As for the technical problems with the elections themselves, “I am not aware of them, but those are only technicalities.”


	 


