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Jewish religious population in Croatia according census data

Project A J e w(rebgious) population in Cr o a is coatiuation of our previous research
on Jewish population in Croatia. In proposed project we will focus on census data in
which Jews has been registered with two possibilities - by nationality and by religion.

A We collect and review available census data, publications and data about Jewish
population in Croatia, demography, communal organization, suffering in Holocaust and
migration after war. We search for numbers of Jews in communities, in list of victims
and survivors, list of emigrated and immigrated persons and results of surveys

A We visited Central Statistical office and other institutions and asked for edited and
non edited census data about Jewish religious population.

A Special attention was given to the census data after World War 1I, because during the
communistic time question about religion was not asked or was not further elaborated.

A We investigated data in 12 censuses: in years 1880, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1948, 1953,
1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001 and 2011. We found data about religion in censuses
from years 1880, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1921, 1931, 1953, 1991, 2001 and 2011.



Number of Jews in Croatia according nationality and religion in

censuses 1880 - 2011

Total population Jews

Year )
In Croatia By nationality By religion

1880. 2 506 228 - 13 634
1890. 2 854 558 - 17 515
1900. 3 161 456 - 20131
1910. 3460 584 - 21 831
1921. 3443 375 - 19777
1931. 3 785 455 - 20 567
1948. 3779 858 - -
1953. 3 936 022 413 1011
1961. 4 159 696 406 -
1971. 4426 221 2 845 -
1981. 4 601 469 316 -
1991. 4 784 265 600 633
2001. 4 437 460 576 495
2011. 4 284 889 509 536
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Number of Jews in the censuses 1880 - 1931
(before WW. Il), when they can declare (only) religion
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Censuses from years 1880,1890,1900 and 1910
Status of Jews before |. World War

In year 1860 Jews have permission to own property and land which they cultivated
On February 1906 new Law on the regul atic

Affiliation to a Jewish community was obligatory and only one Jewish commune was
allowed to exist in one settlement.

Jews are recorded only according to religion on the territory of Croatia and Slavonia,

|l n this censuses Jews has been registerec
Jews in Dalmatia are not included.

.Number of Jews increased because this was period of Jewish settlement in Croatia
Jewish population grow in towns

Jews came mainly from central Europe (Bur
the emperor Joseph Il on end of the 18" century

Some refugee Jews from East Europe (Poland, Russia, and Romania) come to
Croatia



Number of Jews in Croatia, (census 1900) by
counties. They are mostly concentrated in
northern part of the country, Zagreb and in the
east part Slavonia,Osijek

The share of Jews in total number of national
minorities in 1900 census
by counties




The share of Jews in total number of national
minorities in 1910 census by counties

Number of Jews in 1910 cemsuspunties

Broj Zidova
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When we compared censuses in 1900 and 1910 years , we can*
see increase almost all national minorities in Croatia.

500-1 000
1000-2 000

B 200

Number of Jews increased/{8f6, or 1700.




Censuses between two World Wars, in years 1921 and 1931

f Jews has been recorded, I n t hat censuses,
about Anationalityo

A There was new territorial and political division in new country SHS (Kingdom of the Serbs,
Croats and Slovenes), later Yugoslavia. Jews can be recorded in censuses only on the level
of districts, communes and towns

9 New rules and new Law on AJewish religious

1 In Croatiain 1931 census (last census before WW Il) 21 505 Jews were registered, but in
the eve of the War (1940) there were 25 000 Jews (including refugees).

Number of Jews in Croatia according to 1921 and 1931
censuses (according religion)

diference

Year of census 1921. 1931. 1931 / 1921

No of Jews 19 777 20 567 790
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Number of Jews in Croatia
A According to 1921 census



Number of Jews in Croatia
In 1931 census

When we compared censuses in
years 1921 and 1931, we found
great differences in the distribution
of Jewish  population  which
concentrated in towns, probably
because of Dbetter possibilities for
children education and economical
prosperity

On the periphery of country
population of Jews diminished; we
have in 1931 census less Jews in
49 counties and in some counties
Jews even disappeared.



